
Page 1

The Circuit Rider Published May 8, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Annual Conference Links 
• The 2013 Pre-Conference Workbook can be found at http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1365 
for those of you that are lay members or equalizing members and need to print the workbook.

• Clergy Spouses Luncheon: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6529743639 

• Small Membership Church Luncheon [Banquet]: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6495930503 

• Register for Youth Day: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6209578015 

• Laity Banquet: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6207120665 

John 17:20-26
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Prays for All Believers
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through their message, 
21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the 
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glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me be-
cause you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you,

 I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you 
known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• May 19, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Coahoma and Quitman County Cluster gather-
ing hosted by Clarksdale First United Methodist 
Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Seniors Give New Life to Old Bags
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist

Youth and young adults are not the only people who 
can have a huge impact serving in mission work.  Older 
adults play a unique, yet substantial role in the life of 
a church’s outreach goals and initiatives.  As an active 
participant in the senior adult ministry and several other 
vital functions at Middlebrook United Methodist Church 
in Jackson, Mississippi, Roberta Pennington, is leading the inexpensive and senior-
friendly project of making sleeping mats for the homeless.

Pennington heard that her friend Audrey Methvin of Alta Woods Baptist Church was 
creating mats with other seniors, a project that is keeping Methvin enthused about 
helping the homeless. “We thought it was a wonderful idea because it would be useful 
to people in the community,” said Methvin.  “There are plenty of people even older 
than I am that do remarkable things, so age is just a state of mind.”

After talking with Methvin, Pennington searched the internet for instructions and 
began her first mat.  Pennington explained that she gravitated towards this project 
because she already possessed the necessary skill set of knitting and the materials 
would cost next to nothing.  Unlike conventional yarn, the 80-year-old uses strips of 
plastic grocery store bags as knitting yarn for the mats.  All she has to do is ask friends, 
church members, relatives and neighbors for plastic bags.  In addition, she uses a large 
knitting needle so the limitations of her aging eyesight do not prevent her from assist-
ing in mission work.

“When I retired, I received this book about prayers for elderly folks and the very first 
thing that I read was about all the people in the Bible who were 80 and older like Mo-
ses and Joshua who did all these great things,” said Pennington.  “Here I am thinking 
that I can just sit down and knit, but God called them in their old age so I’m just glad 
that I’m able to help.”

Roberta Pennington, member of 
Middlebrook UMC, knitting mats for 
the homeless.
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The mats are durable and light enough to carry if one’s primary transportation is walking.  A former GED teacher, Pennington 
recalled an eye-opening experience where one of her homeless students gave her a whole new perspective on valuing and keeping 
up with personal belongings when a person has no place to call his or her own.  According to Pennington, the homeless student 
was learning how to read and in the back of the adult beginner reading book there was a certificate of accomplishment.  “The 
student invited me to an open house at the shelter he stayed in and by golly, on the shelter’s bulletin board was the little certificate 
we had given him for completing book one,” said Pennington.

Pennington is reaching out to everyone including her fellow line-dancing ladies at the Clinton YMCA to help with knitting and 
gathering plastic grocery bags.  Pennington hopes to have completed at least six mats by Christmas as her contribution to Middle-
brook UMC’s homeless ministry. 

Those participating in the homeless ministry will decide where to distribute the mats later in the year. 

For more information on making the mats go to http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/documents/Sleeping%20Mats%20
Made%20From%20Plastic%20Bags%20-%20Written%20Directions.pdf?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+5-8-
13&utm_campaign=5-8-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. To donate mats or plastic grocery bags contact Middlebrook 
UMC at 601-373-0342.

MS Conference Launches Mobile App —MY MSUMC
MY MSUMC —the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—
was recently made available at no cost on all iPhone, Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and 
their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rid-
er. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference 
by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via 
facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact 
information and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or 
tablet device.

 Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference face-
book page.
  

Mississippi United Methodist Missions Website Launched
A new website for Mississippi United Methodists to keep up  with mission needs and oppor-
tunities in Mississippi was launched last week. Visit the site by going to http://www.mississip-
piummissions.org/?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+5-8-13&utm_campaign=5-8-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. 

The intent is to give Mississippi Methodists a place to go to find out about mission activities in 
the state. In the near future, it will have a section devoted to local-church outreach missions but 
currently contains information about state missions and opportunities, Advance projects, United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM). 
More information is being added constantly. They also have a Facebook page.  Please share this 
Facebook page with everyone. The more people that know what United Methodists are doing, the 
more work can get done for the Kingdom.

Haynes Selected to Southeastern Jurisdiction  
UMVIM Communication Committee
Mississippi Conference web and social media specialist, Jasmine Haynes recently became a member of the communication com-
mittee for the Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) of the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM). Haynes and a few others 
from across the jurisdiction were asked to serve on this team to share ideas, set goals and track growth for the coming years.

 According to SEJ UMVIM communication director, Cristin Farrington, “one of the main goals will be to create a comprehensive 
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strategic plan to guide SEJ UMVIM staff in their daily communication tasks to fulfill the mission to 
inspire change in the world; inform, connect and equip volunteers and interact as servants of Christ.”

 Having a representative from the Mississippi Conference will be beneficial in improving two-way 
communication between the SEJ UMVIM and Mississippi United Methodist churches. Mississippi 
Methodists will be more informed about available missions and have greater influence in providing 
input as to what volunteer vocations line up with their specific mission objectives.

 Haynes was recommended by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. who serves on the UMVIM executive 
committee as the SEJ College of Bishops representative.

 “As a life-long United Methodist, I am very honored and excited to have the opportunity to represent 
Mississippi and strengthen communication tools that will aid fellow Methodists serving on a national 
and global scale as the hands and feet of the body of Christ,” said Haynes.

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) serves as the short-term mission sending agency of The United Methodist 
Church. For more information, please see visit www.umvim.org.

Honor Mom—Give To Methodist Senior Services  
Special Sunday Fund—May 12
Those looking for a thoughtful way to honor Mom this Mother’s Day are urged to make 
a donation to Methodist Senior Services during offering time at Mississippi area United 
Methodist churches on May 12.

For 50 years, Methodist Senior Services has been providing a special place for elders to live 
in comfort. In twelve locations throughout Mississippi, MSS strives to be affordable for the 
average Mississippian.  Their mission is to serve older adults in the spirit of Christian love.

MSS shares a rich heritage with the Mississippi Annual Conference of the United Method-
ist Church, whose dreams led to the birth of Methodist Senior Services several decades 
ago. Today, both share a commitment to hold the wisdom and experience of God’s older 
children in high esteem.

To make an online donation to Methodist Senior Services go to http://www.mss.org/help-
sundayfund.aspx?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+5-1-13&utm_campaign=5-
1-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newslett
er+5-8-13&utm_campaign=5-8-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. This link also 
has more information about the Sunday Fund.  Donations can also be mailed to:  Method-
ist Senior Services, 109 S. Broadway, P.O. Box 1567, Tupelo, MS 38802-1567. Please be sure 
to designate your gift for the “Sunday Fund.”

According to Steve McAlilly, President and CEO of Methodist Senior Services, they have never had to turn away an elder in need 
thanks to those who generously give.

“One of an elder’s greatest fears is running out of money.  The Sunday Fund eliminates that fear for our residents.  100% of the 
Sunday Fund goes directly to assist an elder in financial need,” said McAlilly. 

Since MSS is a faith-based, not-for-profit organization, a large percentage of their funds come from people like the United Meth-
odists.   The financial support makes a huge difference in the lives of residents who need benevolent care.  For more information 
about Methodist Senior Services visit www.mss.org.

Transforming Lives on the Gulf Coast 
By Jim West, response, publication of United Methodist Women

The Gulf Coast is being rebuilt one house at a time and one life at a time.

Jana Gonzalez achieved her dream on July 28, 2005. On that day, the single mother of a five-year-old girl moved into her own 
home a few blocks from the beach in Biloxi, Miss.

Jasmine Haynes



“I got it all by myself,” Gonzalez said. “I was so proud. Being a single mom, 
I didn’t have to have help.” It was a special achievement because Gonzalez, 
like so many other women on the Gulf Coast, had a job that paid very lit-
tle. She worked in banquets and catering at the nearby Beau Rivage Resort 
and Casino. She made $4.50 an hour, plus tips. Her dream lasted 32 days.

Hurricane Katrina came ashore on Aug. 29, 2005 and wiped it away. The 
good news was that she had flood insurance. The bad news: the bank took 
it all. The insurance was enough to pay what she owed on the house but 
not enough to rebuild. And worse—the bank charged her an extra $7,600 
for needing to pay off the mortgage early. “I tried to fight it, but at that 
time I was in such a fog, it was like I was walking in a dream—a nightmare 
actually. Everything was demolished. It was awful,” Gonzalez said. She was 
also without a job because Katrina had washed out Beau Rivage. The casino 
remained closed for a year.

After Katrina, Gonzalez’s life was a mix of moving from one place to another—a FEMA house in Hattiesburg, a low-rent apart-
ment in Biloxi—and working back at the casino when it reopened, going back to school and working as a substitute teacher.

Gonzalez’s daughter, Mia, suffered post-traumatic stress. “She would absolutely have a nervous breakdown if she was not with 
me,” Gonzalez said, remembering a 2007 storm during which she was stuck at work and couldn’t leave until 2:00 a.m. “She started 
freaking out, plus I started freaking out.”

At the time they were living in an apartment a half block from the Gulf of Mexico. The place was cheap. “Nobody wants to live by 
the beach anymore.”

At that apartment, whenever it rained they had to put sandbags down to keep the water out.

After seven years, it was about time for The Dream, Act 2. During a warm week at the end of October, dozens of volunteers 
descended on the empty Holley Street lot Gonzalez still owned and built her a new house. The “Blitz Build” was led by eight stu-
dents from Women in Construction, a program of the United Methodist Women-supported Moore Community House.

Moore Community House has long been known for its child care and Early Head Start programs. It added Women in Construc-
tion in 2008 as a way to help women acquire the skills they need to move beyond the low-wage women’s jobs that are typical of 
the area.

“There are very few jobs within this community that pay wages that support a family,” said Carol Burnett, executive director of 
Moore Community House. Many single mothers “work in the casino-hotel-restaurant industry as maids or waitresses. They work 
at fast-food restaurants. They are home health providers or they work cleaning a hospital,”  Burnett said. “All of it is work that is 
very low paying, minimum wage, no benefits. No health care. If a family has access to health care they have it through a spouse, or 
they might have the state children’s health insurance program—insurance for their children but not for themselves.” Since 2008 
Women in Construction has graduated about 140 students, said program director Julie Kuklinski. They’ve gone from making 
minimum wage at McDonald’s to maybe a carpenter helper or construction assistant at $10 to $12 an hour, or up to pipefitter or 
welder at about $18.

Women in Construction graduate Sabrina Graley stepped down from the new home’s rafters for a few minutes to talk about her 
experience.

Graley said that construction has always been “sort of a passion.” She took building trades courses in high school but found doors 
closed. “Most of the time down here it’s hard for a woman to get into any kind of industry like this because of it being a male-run 
world. But [Women in Construction] opened up possibilities,” she said. After going through the program, she worked for a com-
mercial contractor and then for contractors doing cleanup work from the BP oil spill.

She said the additional income made a big difference to her children. “I was actually able to pay for child care instead of keeping 
them home with family. It made a phenomenal difference with my kids to be able to go to a day care and get the education they 
needed to start kindergarten.”

But higher pay is only part of the story. Kuklinski said that as her students gain skills, they gain confidence. “You can see it 
throughout the whole course, that confidence change,” she said.

The program also includes financial planning classes that teach students how to manage an increase in income.
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Janelle Scrivner (left) and Jill Nunno, volunteers 
from Kaiser Permanente.



Shanna Aldridge is a 41-year-old single parent with three kids and no 
permanent home. She’s taking her third Women in Construction class. 
She talked about her life while painting doors. She said she expects the 
program to change her life “tremendously.” “It’s not very commendable for 
a 41-year-old woman to be bouncing back and forth [to different homes] 
with her kids. If I get a future out of this construction, I will be able to 
support my own family. That’s my goal right now.” She likes the work. “I 
like to stay busy,” Aldridge said, “and you’re always busy on construction. 
You’re not going to sit around for two hours and wait for something to 
do. I like the fact that it’s something that I’m doing on my own.”

As the Women in Construction students swung their hammers on Gonza-
lez’s new house, they were joined by out-of-town volunteers, most of them 

women, from Kaiser Permanente. Each year since 2007, Kaiser Permanente 
has sent two teams of employees to work on Gulf Coast volunteer projects. This year, more than a thousand employees applied 
for 30 volunteer positions.

By midweek they had the frame up and the plumbing in, wiring was being completed and work was beginning on the roof.

While Moore Community House has previously partnered with other groups working to rebuild the Gulf Coast as a way of giv-
ing the Women in Construction students construction experience, this is the first one that has been Moore’s own project. Burnett 
says they plan to do more of them.

They’ve had a lot of help from the Seashore District United Methodist Women. The district’s women took up a love offering that 
they sent to Moore Community House to support the Blitz Build.

There has been a lot of positive recovery from Katrina. But Burnett pointed to a nearby street as an example of the continuing 
need. “If you drive down Howard Avenue,” she said, “you would think, Wow, this is beautiful, it’s just green space. You can look 
between the live oaks and see the Gulf, and it’s gorgeous.

“You would never know that before Katrina it was a vibrant, though fairly low income, neighborhood. But people haven’t been 
able to put things back together in places like Howard Avenue because they didn’t have insurance, or because they can’t [afford] 
all of what is required now to rebuild.” 

Insurance rates are higher and building codes more strict. For instance, Gonzalez’s home had to be built on pilings eight feet off 
the ground, a significant added expense that many cannot afford.

The Gulf Coast is being rebuilt one house at a time and one life at a time. Thanks to Moore Community House, Jana and Mia 
Gonzalez are on their way. “I’m still in awe,” Gonzalez said as she watched her house going up. “I’ve cried every day. My daughter’s 
called me a big baby,” she laughed. 

“I can actually breathe now—financially breathe. this is the biggest blessing I’ve ever got since having my kid. I’m going to cry 
again.” She did. “But it’s great. God works.”

Moore Community House receives public funding support from local and federal governments, support from the United Way of 
South Mississippi, and private support from the United Methodist Church, private foundations, and contributions from indi-
viduals and community organizations.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Martin to Serve as Wesley’s Dean
Wesley Theological Seminary’s board of governors and president are pleased to announce the selection of the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Martin as dean of the seminary. 

Martin brings a deep understanding of theological education, spiritual formation and church leadership to his new position. He 
is an ordained elder in the Missouri Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. He has held the position of the Lovett 
H. Weems, Jr. associate professor of church leadership and practical theology at Saint Paul School of Theology since 2000. In 
this position, he taught classes in Missouri, Liberia, DR Congo and South Korea. He served as an assistant professor of religious 
education at Yale Divinity School from 1994-2000. He holds three advanced degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary and 
Harvard University Divinity School. Martin will begin his service as dean in July.
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Hispanic mission meets with UMW President.

Shanna Aldridge carries doors for the house.



Seated in the nation’s capital, centered in Christian faith, Wesley Theological Seminary prepares more than 1,000 students an-
nually, representing more than 30 denominations, to become exemplary teachers, preachers and leaders in the world today.  For 
more information, visit WesleySeminary.edu.

Mt. Nebo UMC (Pontotoc) Reach 
Out to Men
Mt. Nebo’s (Pontotoc) Methodist Men used the Advent 
Grant  to host a “Poor Man’s Supper.” The “Poor Man’s 
Supper” was an opportunity for Christian men to meet 
with males in the community for faith sharing and 
fellowship that focused on the church’s role and mental 
illness.  Mt. Nebo, like other churches face a decline in church attendance and membership by men. Mt. Nebo’s chapter president, 

Ronnie Ball stated, “The Apostle Paul admonished us in Galatians 6:2 to” Carry 
each other’s burden in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ, and the church 
can play a significant role in the lives of those with a mental illness by simply be-
ing a place where they have a sense of belonging.”

Christian counselor Dr. Douglas Williams, served as guest speaker for this event. 
The evening was concluded with the serving of poor man’s food: vegetables, 
cornbread, chicken and tea.   

Meridian District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat
The Meridian District United Methodist Women continue to  rejoice over a successful 
gathering during their Spiritual Life Retreat that was held on Saturday, April 6 at the District 
Office.  It was well attended and participants had a great time exploring the theme “Women 
under Construction.”

Asbury UMC Member  
Receives President’s Honor
Members of Asbury United Methodist are celebrating the recent accomplish-
ment of one of their own.  Longtime Asbury member, Landry Hearn is a 
recipient of the 2013 President’s Volunteer Service Award.  On Thursday, May 
2, 2013,  Hearn of was one of 23 recipients of the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award presented by Volunteer Northwest Mississippi and Community Founda-
tion of Northwest Mississippi. Landry was honored at a banquet at the Landers 
Center in Southaven, Miss. 

She is a member of the United Methodist Women, an usher, co-director of the 
Asbury Horoambe Summer Camp, co-director of the holiday meal ministry 
and has served in several other capacities in the church.
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Landry Hearn (left) pictured with Anna 
Dickerson after receiving volunteerism 
award.



Senatobia Pre-Conference Briefing
Members of the Senatobia District took time out on Sunday, May 5, to partici-
pate in the pre-conference briefing before the 2013 session of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference gathering in Jackson.  Clergy and laity were welcomed to sit 
through the presentation held at Getwell Road UMC.  The group learned about 
conference updates and other important information. 

The annual conference is scheduled for June 6-9 at the Jackson Convention 
Complex.   To view the 2013 Pre-Conference Workbook and video, visit the 
conference website, www.missisisppi-umc.org.  There you will also read details 
about the mission offering and purchasing ads and copies of the Special Annual 
Conference Edition Circuit Rider.  Be sure to look on Page 19 on of the 2013 Pre-
Conference Workbook for specifics on Youth Day at annual conference. 

Ad Deadline Approaching  
for Special Edition of The Circuit 
Rider
This issue will highlight the events of the 2013 Annual 
Conference and contain the list of clergy appointments 
for the 2013-2014 year.

To place an advertisement in the special edition, send 
emails to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org or call 601-354-0515.

Deadline for ad placement:
Ads requiring design and layout: 3 p.m. Friday, May 24, 2013, email information to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org;
Camera-Ready Ads (Press Quality PDF): 3 p.m. Wednesday, May 29, 2013, email to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org.

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org to download the ad specifications and prices.

Order Your Printed Copy of the Special Edition of The Circuit Rider

In an effort to help members of Annual Conference report back to their local congregations, we are offering the opportunity to 
purchase additional copies of the 2013 Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider. This is a special printed edition highlight-
ing the events of the 2013 Annual Conference and will contain the list of clergy appointments for the 2013-2014 year.

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org to download the order form. 

Shiloh UMC Release Camp Meeting Schedule
Mark your Calendars!  Shiloh Camp Meeting is scheduled for July 26 - August 4, 2013.  Attendees will hear great speakers and 
music during the following times:

• July 26, 7:30 p.m. and July 27 & 28, 11:00 a.m. - Rev. Dr. Sam Morris
• July 27, 7:30 p.m. - Singing/Testimony Service
• July 28, 7:30 p.m., July 29-August 4, 11:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. - Rev. Andy Stoddard  

Planning includes youth and children’s activities.  Shiloh UMC is located in Pelahatchie MS at 3294 Shiloh Road. 

Attention All Clergy Spouses!
Time is winding down to the annual conference clergy spouse luncheon.   The 2013 luncheon will be on Sunday, June 9, at 12:30.  
The menu is herb baked chicken, sides, and desert.  The cost of the meal is $25.00.  Retirees, widows and widowers pay $12.50.  
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Beth Owens helps her dad, Rev. Ray Owens 
learn more about new technology at the pre-
conference briefing.



Annual dues are $5.00.  You can register at the conference web site (www.mississippi-umc.org) and sign up through event bright.  
You may register through your district office.  The registration deadline is May 25.  If you have questions,  call Nancy Creel at 
601-664-1065.

Iuka UMC Annual Laity Bible Conference and Pastor’s School
The Iuka Parish of the United Methodist Church will host its annual Laity Bible Conference and Pas-
tor’s School May 19 - 22 at Iuka United Methodist Church.  The guest teacher is Dr. Lawson Stone, 
Professor of Old Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary.  The Laity Bible Conference will be at 7:00 
p.m. May 19-22.  

The Pastor’s School will be May 20-21 and is certified by the Center for Ministry for 1 CEU.  The topic 
is centered on Leadership from the book of Judges. The cost is $35 for pre-registration and $40 other-
wise.  To download the event brochure visit, www.iukaumc.org.

The Iuka Parish of the United Methodist Church which includes Burnsville UMC, Campground UMC, 
Harmony UMC, Iuka UMC, Mt. Evergreen UMC, Rocky Springs UMC, Patrick UMC, Pleasant Hill 
UMC, Snowdown UMC and Spring Hill UMC.

North Bend UMC Homecoming 
North Bend United Methodist Church, 12301 Road 624, Philadelphia, cordially invites you to their annual Homecoming Celebra-
tion Worship Service on Sunday, May 19, 2013.  The morning worship will begin at 11:00 a.m. with Meridian District Superin-
tendent Rev. Billy Owen delivering an inspired message from God’s Holy Word.  Following the worship service lunch with all the 
trimmings will be served in the Fellowship Hall.

For more information, please contact North Bend pastor Rev. Ray Luke, 601-677-2347, 601-479-3022 or crluke4654@yahoo.
com.  

UMW of Summerville Annual Women’s Day
The United Methodist Women of Summerville will be celebrating their Annual Women’s Day, Sunday, May 26, 2013, at 3:00 p.m.  
Guest speaker is Rev. Paula Milo-Moultrie, Pastor of St. Mark United Methodist Church, Pascagoula, MS and St. Stephen United 
Methodist Church, Gautier, MS.  The theme: “VIRTUOUS WOMEN ON THE MOVE FOR GOD,” Scripture: Proverbs 31:29-31.  
Welcome all!  Summerville United Methodist Church is located at 4100 Dutch Bayou Rd. Moss Point, MS 39563.     

Festival of Friendship - Galloway UMC 
• Monday, May 13, 2013
• Social begins at 5:30 p.m.   
• Dinner and program starts at  6:00 p.m. 

Women of all ages are urged to attend this intergenerational 

festive evening celebrating the role of women and most important, the friend-
ships shared!  Participants will hear from women near and far!  The evening 
will begin with the sights and sounds all the way from Cameroon. Fellowship 
time over delicious light fare of dishes prepared in the Cameroon custom will 
follow and then attendees will her a message from Sharon Davis, sister-in-law of Galloway UMC’s own Falvia Plump-Roberts.

Sharon Davis lives in the city of Bamenda in the North West Region of Cameroon, where she is a missionary and has the privilege 
of working with people to show them that development is about the whole person: spiritual, physical and economic. Topping the 
evening off will be the display of crafts that are being made by the local women of Cameroon.

For dinner and nursery reservations please contact: April Vestal at 601-353-9691 or avestal@gallowayumc.org.  Or go online at 
www.gallowayumc.org. Reservations must be made by Sunday, May 12.
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Dr. Lawson Stone



Galloway United Methodist Church Missionfest: June 2 - 6, 2013
Join Galloway UMC in downtown Jackson for hands-on missions opportunities, engaging worship, 
and incredible fellowship with youth and adults from around Mississippi!

Register your youth for MISSIONFEST or receive more information by clicking on the MissionFest 
logo at www.gallowayumc.org today!  The cost is $225 per person. The final registration deadline is 
May 10.  

Sue Commander, grandmother of Rev. Kevin Tran-
tham, recently past.  Services were held Saturday, Aprili 
27, 2013 at Broookhaven First UMC.  Please be in 
prayer for the Trantham family as they grieve.

 Sally Wallace, wife of Rev. Larry Wallace, is at Meth-
odist Rehabilitation in Jackson.  Please be in prayer for 
Larry and Sally as she recovers and recuperates.    

 Please be in prayer for Rev. Jackie Holmes as he recuperates from a surgery he recently underwent. Jackie was discharged from 
the hospital and is at home resting comfortably.

Employment Opportunities
• Youth Minister
Marvin United Methodist Church in Florence, MS is seeking to hire a part-time Youth Minister. Duties will include de-
veloping a comprehensive youth ministry for student’s grades 7-12. Salary will be commensurate with experience. If 
interested, please mail your resume to SPRC Chair, Ann Armentrout at 211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it 
to marvinchurch@windstream.net. A full job description is available at Marvin United Methodist Church website www.
mumc.me.

• Shiloh UMC Youth Director
The Youth Minister will provide “adult” Christian guidance and counseling for the youth in our church, while striving to 
provide an environment that promotes Christian fellowship and education, along with a feeling of belonging to both the 
youth group and the church. The two main goals and objectives of the youth minister will be to first; teach the youth about 
the salvation work of God through Jesus Christ for theirs and the life of this world and secondly; to use the Bible as the 
primary source of teaching and guidance to bring about the five-fold purpose of worship, ministry, evangelism,
fellowship and discipleship.

• Director and Organizer for Women’s and Children’s Advocacy Sought
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) seeks to fill the position of Director and Orga-
nizer for Women’s and Children’s Advocacy. This position oversees the work of the Louise and Hugh Moore Population 
Project (LHMPP), which advocates for the health and safety of women and children around the globe.

The Director is responsible for mobilizing, training and supporting United Methodists to advocate for women, children, 
population and development as it relates to child labor, child sex trafficking, age appropriate sex education, child sexual 
abuse, the impact of war on children, violence against women, reproductive justice and human trafficking.

Additional responsibilities for the Director include developing and strengthening coalition partnerships with UMC organi-
zations, ecumenical coalitions and secular groups. The Director participates in interagency work for the UMC Global AIDS 
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Fund Committee, the GBOD Committee on Older Adults, UMW Program Advisory Board and COSROW’s Sexual Ethics 
Task Force.

Interested persons must submit a cover letter and resume with three professional references by Friday, May 24.

A full job description can be found at http://umc-gbcs.org/about-us/jobs/director-and-organizer-for-womens-and-chil-
drens-advocacy-gbcs. For more information, contact Frances Roberts at froberts@gbcs.org.

• Marvin UMC in Florence, Mississippi is seeking to hire a part-time music minister/worship leader. Duties will
include working with a praise team and chancel choir. Salary will be commensurate with experience. If interested please 
mail your resume to SPRC Chair Ann Armentrout at 211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it to marvinchurch@
windstream.net. A full job description is available at our website www.mumc.me.

• Benton United Methodist Church
Position Description: part-time youth director
Reports to: Pastor
Primary Mission: Offer the opportunity to the area youth to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ through programs, 
bible studies, retreats and events. Plan and implement these programs and activities in such a way as to form, encourage 
and strengthen the youth as they continue their spiritual journey.

Duties:
1. Organize, oversee, and lead a vital ministry to the 7th-12th grade youth.
2. Develop a strategic, creative and comprehensive ministry for the youth that includes Sunday night activities(bible stud-
ies, worship experiences, etc.); at least one monthly event (such as local mission project, Christian educational event, fel-
lowship event, etc); as well as involvement in a summer trip experience such as a mission trip or spiritual formation event.
3. Teach and equip the youth to live as a disciple of Christ.
4. Initiate fund raisers for the youth’s programs, trips and events.
5. Keep appropriate program, membership and financial records to aid in the evaluation of the youth ministry.
6. Have a presence on the Benton Academy Campus(or other schools church students may attend), by attending sporting 
events, eating lunch with students, offer devotionals during school assemblies, etc.
7. Counsel students as needed.
8. Perform other duties as directed by the pastor.

Applicant Requirements:
1. Applicant must be able to relate to the youth and build relationships with them, but know the difference between being 
their friend and being their pal.
2. Applicant must be of the highest moral character and have a strong Christian (preferably United Methodist) back-
ground.
3. Applicant must possess proven leadership qualities and organizational skills.
4. Applicant must be able to relate to people, to work with volunteers and staff, to function in the role with emotional and 
spiritual maturity and sound judgment
5. Prior experience in leading youth or equivalent education is desirable.
6. Applicant must present impeccable references and background and be willing to submit to a thorough background 
check.
Salary will be negotiated based on experience, distant travelled and work schedule.

• Broadmeadow United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time director of children and youth activities. Responsibilities 
include the Sunday school hour for preschool and elementary age children, Sunday night activities for youth, special events 
for children and youth, planning opportunities for children and youth to participate in worship and outreach to neighbor-
hood children and youth. A successful applicant will be able to teach and lead activities with children and youth, organize 
parents and volunteers and facilitate their participation in all aspects of the ministry, conduct meetings, plan and carry out 
special events, and represent the children and youth ministries at church leadership team meetings.

The position is available June 1.

Salary is commensurate with education and experience. You may submit a resume via e-mail to the Rev. Rob Hill at
revrobhill@gmail.com or send to his attention at Broadmeadow UMC, 4419 Broadmeadow Drive, Jackson, MS 39206. 
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• Crossgates UMC in Brandon, MS
Crossgates UMC is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministry. A person with a heart for ministry and children. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for cultivating and encouraging the spiritual growth of children from birth 
through 6th grade, and their families. We are looking for an energetic person who lives out their faith in all they do, and 
who will teach, encourage and nurture our children in their relationship with God and one another. The director/pastor 
shall exhibit worship leadership skills along with the ability to recruit, coordinate and lead volunteers. It is preferable that 
the director of children’s ministry will possess a college degree in ministry or education, and have previous experience in 
ministry or education.
Interested applicants should send resumes to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org. The deadline for receiving applications is 
May 17, 2013.

• The General Commission on Religion & Race (GCORR) of The United Methodist Church, charged with empowering 
the Church to pursue racial equity and cultural competency to build a stronger, more vibrant denomination, is accepting 
applications for three staff positions in its Washington, D.C. office. The three positions include a communications strategist, 
a training and development specialist, and a research and data integrity specialist.
The Communications Strategist will work in partnership with GCORR leadership and key stakeholders in the United 
Methodist Church to carry out the mission of GCORR through focused communications efforts, including the develop-
ment and implementation of strategic communication planning documents, social media partnerships, blog writing, train-
ings, material development and dissemination, webinars and traditional media work.
The Training and Development Specialist will develop and implement a comprehensive Intercultural competency training 
program. The Training and Development Specialist will also be responsible for leading the efforts of the agency in partner-
ship with annual conferences, local churches, and denominational entities to function in multicultural environments and 
develop action plans for implementing knowledge, awareness and skills at the individual and denominational level.
The Research and Data Integrity Specialist will work with GCORR leaders to plan, coordinate, conduct and report find-
ings from various GCORR studies as well as consult with GCORR staff and other denominational agencies and ecumenical 
groups to obtain, analyze and report information in ways that are compelling accurate, and action-inspiring.
Complete position descriptions and application processes—including cover letter, resume and supporting documentation 
requirements—are available on the GCORR website under Employment Opportunities. All positions remain open until 
filled.
The General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) was established in 1968 to challenge and equip the denomina-
tion’s agencies, institutions, annual (regional) conferences and congregations to achieve full, equal participation of its racial 
and ethnic constituencies in the total life and mission of the church. GCORR is an equal opportunity employer and consid-
ers applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, age, gender, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or any 
other legally protected status. Denominational membership is not required.
For more details contact Frances J. Roberts at froberts@umc-gbcs.org or 202-495-5658.

Pimento Cheese Spread 
1/3 cup milk
2 tablespoons sugar
1 egg, beaten
1 jar pimento
1 pound Velveeta cheese
2 teaspoons vinegar
1 cup mayonnaise
Combine milk and cheese in double boiler until cheese melts. Add sugar, vinegar and egg; cook for 15 minutes. Let cool 
and add mayonnaise and pimento.

 – By Kathleen Lorick in “I Am the Bread of Life” published by the Pontotoc North Charge UMW
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Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!


